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The Gonfessiou of Paul and What It Meant
Looseness in Lives Due to a Seared Conscience
Pastor Ernest Williams, Philadelphia, Pa., in the Stone Church Convention
SHOULD like to call your atten- tle Paul, the manner of his worship. He says,

tion to the testimony of the Apos-
tle Paul before Felix as it is foun:l
in the 24th chapter of Acts. Panul
had been  brought down from
Jerusalem and there stood the
orator who had come to accuse
him ; then Paul makes his splendi
contession before the people. What a beautiful
confession it was! It seems to me he begins with
the Object of His worship. Everyone has an ob-
ject; it may be found in things which are round
about ns; some choose to worship their silver
and their gold; some worship pleasure and com-
panionship in this life and still others have =
vague object of God hefore them. but Paul de-
clares, "So worship I the God of my fathers.”

It was not a new doc:irine concerning God;
Paul was satisfied with an old revelation that
had been given. The promise had been made
unto Abraham and confirmed unto his son, Isaac,
and thus it was passed on. Omne thing I notice
about Paul is that he was not alwavs desirous of
taking hold of some new thing and it would b=
well for us to follow his example. There is 2
tendency on the part of some to he too. readv
to lav hold of something new. Doctrines come
and doctrines go; untried things are sometimes
questionable and we as a people of God can well
wait till they are tried and proven before we layv
hold of new doctrines. It is not ideas which
come and go that constitute a spiritual people but
it is the Word of God and real worship of God.
People say, “If you want power you must believe
n this thing.,” “If you wish power you must do
certain things which I prescribe,” but I say to-
night, if you want power, get your eves on the
living God, the God of our fathers, the God
whom Paul worshipped, the God who answerad
prayer by fire. He is the God who provided for
the uneeds of His people, who promised, “I will
never leave thee nor forsake thee.” We find that
David trusted in this living God and he came
down to the close of life in triumph; Moses
trusted this same God and his face shone with
the radiance of the sun. I am glad that we have
a God who has heen tried and proven. He is not
only a God who was, but a God who is and a God
who is to be.

Then we notice in the confession of the Apos-

“This T confess unto thee, that after the way
which they call heresy, so worship I the God ot
my fathers.” The meaning of the word “heresy”
has the thought of something which is not only
heretic but also has the thought of a sect. They
said, “This sect is everywhere spoken against.”
They were considered a sect of the Nazarenes
and we notice that as the disciples of Jesus taught
the power of His shed blood to save from sin and
to reconcile us with God the Father, people
seemed to accuse them of being a sect who drew
off to themselves, But this was not their pur-
pose. I believe it should not be our desire '
bave something that we can claim as our own
for that will never bring blessing. That has
hindered a great many Christians; people have
desired to build something around themselves
and then God’s blessing has been removed from
them. But I am confident that when we come o
worship Him truly He will make His presence
known. God will reveal Himself to our hearts
and we can stand before three worlds and de-
clare with the Apostle, "I know whom I have be-
lieved, and am persuaded that He is able to keep
that which 1 have committed unto Him.”

True worship of God takes away the vacillat-
ing condition in a life and it brings men into a
positive relationship with God. You have met
people who are very vague. It is always a source
of grief to me when I meet an individual who
names the Name of Christ but whose prayers ar:
vague, whose experiences are vague and who
seemis rather empty. God doesn’t want a believer
in Jesus Christ to be for one moment in the dark.
There is no darkness in our God and when He
comes into our hearts He dispels all darkness in
us and impvarts to us His divine life. We not
only follow the degree of light that comes from
someone else but He puts us into a place where
we are to emanate light; we are to he as a city
set upon a hill whose light cannot he hid. If
there is a soul who seems to he in gloom anl
doubt, let me say that you do not have to remain
in that condition. If you will seek God until He
opens the windows of heaven, the clouds will dis-
perse and everything that causes you to doubt wiil
be scattered. Thank God that our salvation is
not dependent upon our natural qualifications nor
the power of nur own personal self. That might
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be an advantage to some but a tremendous hin-
drance to others. But our salvation is dependent
upon the surrendering of our lives to God. When
God takes possession and pours His blessing un-
on our souls, He that is in us is greater than he
that is in the world. Men may reason with us
and try to remove from us the confidence we
possess but we can look up in the midst of it all
and say, “1 know that whereas once all was dark-
ness, now it is light. Where sin once reigned
righteousness now triumphs. I worship the God
of my fathers.” Have you ever noticed that as
soon as people come into the true light there is a
tendency on the part of others who know not
the light, to accuse them of being a sect? We do
not become a sect just for the fun of it but be-
cause we are forced to that condition. Now it is
not because I do not like a grand fellowship with
the multitudes of professing Christians that T am
in a certain Movement but it is because when God
came down in Pentecostal blessing, the doors
were closed against us and we were left on the
outside. And so for the same reason Paul con-
fesses that after the ways of men, he is a heretic.

I would like to have you notice the “faith” that
was in Paul's confession. We may not have
faith perfected but we all have faith. We have
more faith sometimes than we give ourselves
credit for. We may not have faith to see some
things come to pass but as we exercise the faith
we have we will find that faith increasing., If
you have no faith in God there is something
vitally wrong in your life, but if you have a faith

that causes you to choose His will and purpose .

for your life then you have some faith and you
ought to thank God for the little He has given
vou.  You will notice that the Apostle Paul said,
“I am a believer.” He took the Word of God
in its entirety ; his confidence was not shaken. We
are living in days when Satan would deceive the
very elect, if it were possible, and we need to be
sure of our ground. The night is at hand and
the day is far spent; the darkest hour seems to be
upon the church of Jesus Christ. Foundations
have given way but he that has dug deep and has
his house builded upon the Rock, will stand. You
and I know what will stand in our lives, Mere
intellectuality will crumble; it may stand for a
time but only the soul who knows beyond the
shadow of a doubt that God is a Rewarder of
them that seek Him, will be able to stand and
have his confidence unshaken. We must keep
our faith on Him who lives, and lives forever-
more, the God who will see us through to vic-

© tory.

Now if such a man as the Apostle Paul
could believe all things then surely we ought to
believe all things written in the Word. If our
Lord, after His resurrection could convince His
doubting disciples as He expounded the Scrip-
tures concerning Himself, then how great is our
privilege of believing the things which are writ-
ten in the prophets! If “all Scripture is given bv
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness,” then let us believe what the
Scriptures contain. Let us apply to our hearts
those things which He spoke to His disciples;
the promises for the body and the promises for
the soul; His promises for this life and the life
which is to come. It is a fine thing to have con-
fidence in the Lord; it gives us victory and keens
us in a place of contact with Himself,

But passing from the faith which we find in
Paul’s confession, I would like to call your at-
tention to another thing, that is, his “hope.” It
is blessed to have hope. Hope is the anchor o
the soul; it is sure and steadfast. If we were
hopeless how sad it would all be! The disciples
seemed to be rather hopeless after the death of
their Master for on the way to Emmaus when
He joined them they said, “We had hoped it was
He who would deliver Israel.” But Paul says,
“I had hope towards God which they themselvss
also allow ; that there shall be a resurrection of
the dead, hoth of the just and unjust.” That is
the life beyond the grave. There is a beautiful
morning of resurrection coming to the redeemed
people of God! There is a sad hour 'coming to
those who are unregenerated when they shall be
called before the Judge of all the earth to render
an account of the deeds which have been com-
mitted! We find that those whose names are not
written in the Lamb’s Book of Life shall be cast
into the lake of fire. But I am so glad that the
heart which believes in the living God and be-
lieves His Word, may look out upon the events
hefore us with a “blessed hope.” A glorious
resurrection is coming; we are living in an hour
which seems to herald that the coming of the
Lord draweth nigh. Our hope is greater than
ever before; let us put off the works of darkness
and put on the raiment of light. Let us walk as
children of the light, put on the Lord Jesus Christ
and make no provision for the flesh. How soon
is He coming? We know not the day nor thz
hour but we know that He is coming, in a
moment, in the twinkling of an eye. “Behold ¥
show you a mystery; we shall not all sleep, bui
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we shall all be changed.” Passing from this vale
of tears we shall be ushered into the glorious
presence of our great God and our Savior Jesus
Christ; no more death or sorrow; former things
are all passed away and by the power of God all
things are made new. It is a fine thing to have
this hope within the depths of our souls. Sad is
the man whose hope goes no farther than this
present world, whose hopes end with this pres-
ent life. Do you not know that the heavens shall
be rolled back as a scroll? the works in this earth
shall all be destroyed? For us there is a new
heaven and a new earth wherein dwelleth right-
eousness,

I am glad to know that our affections are be-
ing set on things above and some of these days
we shall see Him as He is. Have you that burn-
ing hope within you? Have you a positive sal-
vation? Have you come in contact with the
Living God who has been tried through the cen-
turies and has proved His faithfulness? Have
you come in contact with Him who will be with
us in six troubles and in the seventh will no:
leave us? Who has declared that He is round
about His people to deliver them? Have you
cast your lot in with Him in deep consecration
and full surrender, though it may seem as though
you belonged to a people who are without the
camp? What! for the sake of a mere whim?
Nay verily. But for the sake of Jesus, for love
of Him, knowing that by the power of His blood
you have been redeemed from all iniquity and
been made a peculiar people, zealous of good
works.

But I would call your attention to one more
point and that is Paul’s conscience. Some peo-
ple are not very conscientious; some can slip a
falsehood quite easily and others can do things
which to some of us would not seem right. We
do our hest to make excuses and think perhaps
they haven’t grasped things as we have but I
believe that the Spirit of God which comes upon
us is the Spirit of truth and not of error. He
writes the law of God upon the hearts of men
and women, and the Word of God is fruitful in
their lives. But, when I find such carelessness
on the part of some professing followers of the
Lord Jesus, the careless deeds which they do and
things which seem to me to be so loose, then !
have to say that they need another revelation of
the God whom Paul worshipped. They need a
conscience within their being. If there is one
thing that the religion of Jesus does, it makes a
man and woman conscientious. A man cannot

become converted until he is conscientious. God
searches the heart and you cannot fool Him.

I used to have a very furious temper. Some
people are much better than I was in the natural,
but I didn’t know any better than to let the thing
out. But afterwards I would be so ashamed of
the angry words which I had spoken, and I well
remember the conviction that began to seize my
heart. I went to the hillside and asked God, would
He not please take away from me that awful dis-
position. The Lord said, “Are you willing 10
surrender this and give up that?” I had to ad-
mit that I wasn’t just willing to give up every-
thing yet but I had to get to the place where 1
said, “I will surrender everything if You will
only save me.” T am glad that God gets right
down to the root of the trouble. What is the use
of people playing fast and loose with the living
God? What will it benefit you or me to run on
for years and years pretending to be in the com-
pany of the children of the living God only to he
sifted out in the end. The man who is going
through with God is a conscientious man; if he
finds himself in error he is willing to confess the
wrong. Too many people keep on in their error.
They try to slip in with a nice exterior but God
gets right down into the heart. Oh for the cour-
age to come right out and say, “We have been
wrong but we will make it right! How good it
makes you feel! On the other hand it gives one a
sneaking feeling to do things underhandedly, and
you cannot comfortably look people in the eye.
But when you have gotten right before the Lord
and had His light turned upon your soul and
everything has been made right, there is a glori-
ous victory. Now 1 believe that Paul had a dis-
position to he really conscientious before he be-
came a Christian. He was mistaken but he was
conscientious. Tt is blessed when this class of
people find themselves to be in the wrong because
they will turn right around and make amends.
We need to watch our step all along this pilgrim
journey. It is splendid to be able to step out
and say, “Here T am, God knows my heart.” Con-
scientious people do not smooth things over ; they
are willing to have you see them just as they are.
How good it is to see people really natural! We
are living in an artificial age when much is being
put on the exterior but in the depths of their
being it is quite different. I have met people with
whom I have felt very uncomfortable upon first
acquaintance hut when I have gotten a little
nearer to them I began to find that they were a
good deal like myself. But the people of God
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are such a simple kind of people when they walk
before the Lord. They think only of their heart
relationship before God.

Here is this orator who could flatter Ielix. He
said, “Now Felix, you know we have always got-
ten along so splendidly and now I want to pre-
sent my case against this man, Paul”” But when
Paul came up before Felix he didn’t have to
stoop to flattery. By the eye of faith he had ex-
perienced the power of the God of his fathers.
He had real faith in evervthing of which God had
spoken and a living hope that there was coming a
tesurrection of the dead. He was living not in
the hour of that present moment but in the hour

of that wonderful event when the redeemed
shall be called home. We need to keep before us
the fact that we are to be called to heaven and be
called hefore the Judge. If you walk in the light
of God so that your every motive and act have
been for His glory, then He will lead you through
in trinmph.  Sonte of these days we will hear
Him say. "Well done, thou good and faithful
servant. Thoun hast heen {faithful over a few
things. I will make thee ruler over many.” May
our faith be strengthened, our hope be brightened
and may we walk circumspectly before a wicked
and perverse generation amongst whom we shine
as lights in the world.

The Men and Women for whom God is Looking

The Biggest Half of Prayer — the Answer

Pastor A. G. Ward, Toronto, Can,, in the Stone Church Convention

HE greatest thing any one can do
tor either God or man is to pray.
Someone has observed that our
generation ix marked by practical
efficiency and spiritual shallow-
ness. That may he true, and if it
is true, the spiritnal shallowness
1s due to lack of praver. We are

Comparatively few

living in a praverless day.
people prav, and many who pray, for some rea-
son or other, find that their pravers are powey-
less; nothing much results from their praving,
and not to have results from our prayers makes
our praving about as useless as if we didn’t pray
at all.  Getting results is the higgest half of
prayer, hut some folk do not see that. They
think if they get down and multiply words that
is the sum total of praver, but I repeat, the big-
gest half of real praver is to get results.

This Book we call the Bible is either fact or

fiction. T{ it is fiction the sooner we find it out
the hetter. Then we can all discard it and cease
talking. 1f it is fact then we ought to prove it.

This Book has a great deal to say about the pos-
sibilities of prayer. 1f I mistake not, it makes
it clear that there are greater possibilities wrapped
up within the folds of the prayer ministry than
vou will find wrapped up within the folds of any
other ministry. Think of a statement like this
being found in the Bible: “/f vec ask, I will do™!
Or a statement like this: “What things socver ye
desire when ve pray, belicve that ve receive, and
ve shall have”  Or take this statement: “Call
anto Me, and I will answer thee, and show thee
great and wighty things, which thow knowest
not.”” Who is responsible for making statements
such as these?

As vou know, a great deal depends upon whao

makes a statement whether we will put any

weight in it or not. I am down at old Sing Sing.
we will say, and passing the door of a condemned
man who is waiting to be electrocuted, 1 say
him, “John Smith, vou are a free man.” He
looks out through the bars and savs, "\Who said
sor” 1 say, °I heard them say it down the street
“Heard them say it down the
street? That means nothing to me.” But if the
next morning the warden of Sing Sing comes to
his cell with a document which contains a pardon
from the President of this great Republic, thar
will mean evervthing to John Smith. Hence it
makes a great difference who savs things 1f ws=
are to take stock in them. Who said, “If you ask
I will do”? Was it any one in authority 7 Any
one in a position to make good the promiser To
be sure, it was our own God.

this morning.”

There was a man one day who said he proved
these Scriptures and found them all true. Johu
said, “T get everything I ask for.” That is juat
what John said, but it isn’t true with many of us.
is it? Of course he adds a little that is worth
noting. He says, “I get everything I ask for
because 1 keep His commandments and do those
things which are pleasing in His sight. 1 keep
all the commandments and then when 1 am in
doubt as to whether it is a command of God,
and I cannot find anything in the Scripturas
hearing on the matter in hand, then instead of
feeling it 1s a time for me to do as 1 like, I in-
quire as to what would please the Lord. and T
do that, and then God answers.”

There must be a reason for so many of our
prayers not being answered, aud [ propose io

-
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introduce to you some of the redsons why so
many of our prayers are powerless. 1 say, first
of all, that prayer is often powerless because it :<
insincere, There is a great deal of unconscious in-
sincerity in many hearts which is in evidence in
their pravers. Sometimes people pray with a
great show of earnestness. They say: "Oh God,
let me know the worst of my case!” and God un-
dertakes to answer that prayer, possibly through
someone, and my! they are up in arms and sav,
“You just mind your own husiness. I do not like
at all. You are altogether too smart!”
proving they were not sincere. f{f a person is
really sincere and wants to know the worst of
his case, when God begins to disclose it to hini,
even though He uses some instrument he may
not be especially fond of, he will be very thank-
ful if his prayer is being answered.

:\'(') u

Matt. 6:5-7, “And when thou prayest (He as-
sumes that they pray) thou shalt not be as the
hypocrites are; for thev love to pray standing
in the synagogues and in the corners of the
streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily, I
say unto you, they have their reward. But thou
when thou prayvest, enter into thy closet, and
when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father
which is in secret: and thy Father which seeth in
secret shall reward thee openly.” This teaches
us that in praying the principal object is to be
alone with God. “But when ye pray, use not
vain repetitions.” God regards quality, not
quantity. I like this little word, “What God re-
quires and looks at is neither the arithmetic of
our pravers, how many they are. nor the rhetoric
of our prayers, how eloquent they be, nor the
geometry of our prayers, how long they be; nor
the music of our prayers, how sweet our voice
may be, nor the logic, nor the method, nor even
the orthodoxy of our prayers but the one thing
which avails 1s ferventness and sincerity.” God
wants us to be sincere in our prayer-life, and if
we are insincere, you may be sure our prayers
will be powerless. We may make long prayers,
and our prayers may be beautifully composed,
and we may prayv with the most mellow voice
until there is music in our prayers, yet because
they are insincere God will refuse to answer, and
our prayers will prove powerless.

Then I notice further, that prayer is often
powerless because it is offered as a substitute for
action. When God wants action, there is no use
in vour trying to put prayer in as a substitute.
Often it is much easier to pray than to act. Have
vou not found it so? To act sometimes requires

one to do violence to his own feelings and most
follk do not enjoy that.

Exodus 14:15, “And the Lord said unto Moses,
\Wherefore criest thou unto Me?” “Stop this
praying. You do not need to pray anymore. Get
up. Speak unto the children of Israel that they
go forward.” God wants to send a revival.
There is no doubt about that. If we were to
pray from now uutil next year we would not, by
our many prayers make God anymore willing to
send a revival than He is at the present time, and
we would not through our prayers change God’s
intentions, Prayer does not change God’s in-
tention, as I understand it, but it does change
His actions. Joshua 7:10, “And the Lord sai
unto Joshua, Get thee up; wherefore liest thou
thus upon thy face?” There was something
else to he done besides praying. Israel had
sinned. How many in Israel had sinned? One
man, but that was bringing defeat to Israel. Yes,
that was holding back the blessings that ought o
have been coming. It was tieing the hands of
the Almighty so far as Israel was concerned. Sin
is a pretty serious thing, then, isn't it? And dis-
obeying the commandments of God {s a serious
matter. I was so impressed with this recently
when [ was studying with my people the Book
of Ruth. T was dealing with the cause of fam-
ine as it is introduced to us in the first verses of
the first chapter. There was a famine in the
land of Bethlehem-Judah. For a long time I
rather excused a famine, at least I thought it was
all right for us to have periods of drought; I
thought it was the mind of the Lord that we
should have them, but when I began to search the
Word, T found that it did not justify us in hav-
ing periods of drought. There was no excuse
in having a famine in the land of Bethlehem-
Judah. It was through disobeying His Word,
for God had given His Word that if they would
do certain things He would not close up the
heavens, but if they would not keep His com-
mandments the heavens would become brass. So
it is a very serious matter to disobey God and let
sin comte into our lives or into our Assembly; but
if it does come in, the thing to do is to deal
with it.

Now over in Isa. sgth chapter we read, ‘“Be-
hold the IL.ord’s hand is not shortened, that it
cannot save; neither His ear heavy, that it can-
not hear;” God is not hard of hearing, and His
arm has not lost any of its power, so we cannot
put the responsibility for unanswered prayer
over on the Almighty, and we cannot blame God
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for the famine; neither can we hlame the Iord
if victory is not attending our services. He is
just the same as He ever was, just as kindly dis-
posed toward us, but “your iniquities have sep-
arated between you and your God, and your sins
have hid His face from you, that He will not
So sin interferes and makes our prayers
powerless. I believe it is a splendid thing, no
matter who we are, to take stock occasionally ; to
get down hefore the Lord and ask Him to deal
definitely with us. I am sure it is helpful, so far
as [ am concerned, to pray this prayer often:
“Search me, oh God, and know my heart; trv
me and know my thoughts; and see if there be
any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way
everlasting.”

hear.”

You and I are responsible for praying things
to pass. There are things which will never hap-
penn unless we pray them to pass. We are re-
sponsible through our prayers for opening the
way for God to work; not for changing His in-
tentions, I repeat, but for changing His actions.
Long before David Livingstone ever prayed, God
had intended to bring light and salvation to the
Dark Continent, but one day David Livingstone
became so burdened for Africa that he said, “Oh
God! Help me to paint this black map white.
Help me to take to this Dark Continent the Gos-
pel of Jesus Christ,” and that opened the way for
God to change His actions toward Africa hv
working through David Livingstone for the en-
lightenment and salvation of that land. It doesn’t
make any difference who you are, or how little
you know, you do not have to have nmuch knowl-
edge or education to become a good pray-er. You
do not have to possess wealth in order to bring
things to pass. So I repeat that there are things
which God holds us responsible to bring to pass.
and 1f we permit sin to make our prayers power-
less, so that these things which might come to
pass, if we were in a position to pray them to
pass, do not happen, we will be responsible for
them not happening.

Then I notice again that prayer is powerless
when the motive and desire are carnal. James
4:2. 3, reads: ““Ye lust, and have not: ye kill,
and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight
and war, yet ye have not, because ve ask not. Ye
ask, and receive not, because ve ask amiss, that
ye may consume it upon your lusts.” That is the
way some folk go about. They lust and Kkill,
they desire and fight, and war, and yet they do
not get what they want. If they would stop their
lusting and killing and fighting, and would pray,

they would receive sontething from the Lord. He
says in one clause, “because ye ask not,” and then
He says, “Ye ask and receive not.” Some fo'k
do not ask and do not get anyvthing and others
ask that they may spend it on their own pleas-
ure. “Ye ask and receive not because ye ask
amiss.” That is, we ask for the right thing in
the wrong way. We ask for something which,
without question, is the will of God. but we ask
for it with the wrong motive, so we do not get
what we ask for. To illustrate: A wife appears
to be concerned about her unsaved husband. She
prays for his salvation and solicits the prayers
of other people; she says he is a good man and
she would like to see him saved. What is her
motive back of this? It may not be true in ev-
ery case, but prayer for her husband’s salvation
may be from a purely selfish motive. The same
may hold good in parent’s praying for their chil-
dren; it may hold good in a pastor and peopie
praying for a revival to come to a church. The
motive may be that our membership may be in-
creased. and with the increase of membership we
hope to have an increase of finances, and with
these increases it may give us more prestige in
the community, and we will be looked up to
more than if we did not have it. That is purely
selfish. Now God says in His Word, “Whether
ve eat or drink or whatsoever you do, do alt “o
the glory of God.,” So the wife who desires the
salvation .of lier husband does not desire it that
they may live more happily together, but because
she is heart-broken from the fact that her hus-
band shuts God out of his life, And the par-
ents who desire, not that their children may =s-
cape hell, hut that they may live for God; and the
pastor and people who pray for a revival in 2
church, pray for it not that their membership
may increase, or finances improve and that thev
may have greater prestige in the community, but
for the glory of God.

Then you will notice a word over here in Ezek.
14 :3, which teaches us that the reason why some
prayers are not answered is because there are
idols in the way. You with idols in your heart
giving someone or something the place that Jesus
claims, you might just as well stop your praying!
God says, “Should I bhe inquired of at all by
them?” He will not suffer anyone or anything to
take His place in your heart, not even your hus-
band or wife. Now it is perfectly right to love
your husband, and as someone has suggested, we
are not apt to love our hushands or wives too
much, but that is not the point. The point is.
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putting them in the wrong place, the place that
God reserves for Himself. Many a wife allows
her husband to interfere in her loyalty to Jesus.
We have in our town quite a cultured woman
whose husband was formerly a Preshyterian
minister. He is now in journalistic work; she s
Pentecostal, but he has no use for Pentecost. He
will stay at home unless she will go out with
him to some church, and recently she began to
debate the matter in her mind and finally de-
cided she had better go with him for the sake
of having him go somewhere, when the Lord
spoke to her through a dream, and in other ways
confirmed it, until she was convinced it was the
voice of God, warning her that the only result of
her compromise would be suffering in her own
soul, and her husband be none the better for it.
So she decided that if her husband sat at home,
the responsibility would be on him; for her part
she would be loyal to God. Perhaps many a hus-
band compromises for his wife’s sake; many par-
ents compromise for their children’s sake—chil-
dren grow up and think father and mother are
old-fashioned; “Why cannot their home be like
the homes of others?” and “Why cannot thev
have this and that?” It is such a temptation to
parents to yield to the wishes of their children
and weaken their influence. God help us to be
loval to Jesus if it strips us of everything, If we
will be loyal to the Lord and not allow any idol
to take the place of Jesus’ claims, we will keep
in the place where we will be able to bring things
to pass, and “More things are wrought by prayer
than this world dreams of.” Better be able to
pray something to pass than to compromise for
the sake of keeping somebody in your home whan
vou cannot have any real influence for good over
them because you compromise.

Then I notice in Mark 11:25 another word,
“And when ye stand praying forgive, if ye have
ought against any; that your Father also which
is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses.”
Now what plainer could anything be than that?
You do not have to get a dictionary to find the
meaning of any word, or have anybody explain
it to you., There it is, “But if you do not forgive,
neither will your Father which is in heaven for-
give your trespasses.” There is no use trying to
argue with Him, change His mind; you can
pray until you are hoarse, until you haven't
strength to pray anymore, you cannot change the
mind of God on this point. He says, “If you
do not forgive, neither will 1.”  Oh think of the
many people in religious circles who have grudges

. other!

and 1ll-feelings, and shrink from meeting each
If they see a man coming down one aisle,
if they can, they will go down the other aisle to
escape meeting him. When that condition gets
into a church it stops up the heavens until those
things are moved out. It is a waste of time and
money to attempt to bring on a revival under
those circumstances.

When I was a young Methodist preacher I
was driving across the country to a home with
a friend of mine, and he told me during our con-
versation, of another brother, a member of my
church, with whom he had a difference. “Oh we
have had a little trouble but we have fixed it up.
I feel all right toward him so long as T do noet
see him,” he said- I ventured to say that that was
hardly scriptural.  “Oh, well,” he said, “the
Bible says, ‘Inasmuch as lieth in you, live peace-
ably with all men,” and it is not in me to live
peaceably with that man.” That seems to be the
way with some Pentecostal folk. It is not in
them to live peaceably with some in the church.
When such a condition exists we might just as
well call a halt. Let us confess our sin and open
up the way for God to work.

Then T notice over in Proverbs 21:13, it says,
“Whoso stoppeth his ears at the cry of the poor,
he also shall cry himself, but shall not be heard.”
Did you ever do that? Say, in order to keep the
way open, one must keep their hands open. Many
prayers dre powerless because they are offered by
stingy people; by folk who keep their hands shut
instead of having them opened. In plainer lan-
guage, if you want vour prayers to be answered
you must not stop your ears at the cry of the poor,
and that means you will never stop them, hecause
Jesus said, “The poor ye have with you alway.”
“Well,” you say, ‘“we haven’t many poor here.”
I do not know whether you are fortunate or un-
fortunate. “Whosoever giveth to the poor lend-
eth to the Lord.” And the Lord is in a position
to pay a higher rate of interest on all His loans
than anyone else I know, so there is really an ad-
vantage in having poor people in your midst 15
whom you can minister because you get a chance
to lend to the Lord.

There is that Scripture in Phil. 4:19. Some
one has said that is one scripture at least that
has not any condition attached, “My God shall
supply all your needs, etc,” but read the context,
“For even in Thessalonica ye sent once and again
unto my necessity. Not hecause I desire a gift;
but I desire fruit that may abound to your ac-
count.” Now don’t run off with that Scriptuie
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if it doesn’t belong to you. If you have been
sending by the hands of "Epaphraditus to some
Paul who is in need until Paul has all that he
requires and really is abounding, then you can
claim Phil. 4:19. But if you know of some Paul
you are not caring for, that promise does not be-
long to you. So if you want your prayers to
go through and get answers, you will have to do
what the context in the scripture suggests. The
same is true with that word in II. Cor. 9:8, “And
God is able to make all grace abound toward you;
that ye always having all sufficiency in all things,
may abound to every good work.” Observe tha
context, “He which soweth sparingly shall reap
also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully
shall reap also bountifully. Every man who pur-
poseth in his heart, so let him give; not grudg-
ingly or of necessity; for God loveth a cheerful
giver.” Do you laugh uproariously in your heart
when you see the basket coming around, or do
you wish it would not be passed in front of you?
And when you put in the offering, do you
squeeze it before you part with it? Don’t you
see there are conditions by which we may hope
to receive answers to our prayers and get re-
turns from heaven?

I notice that prayer is powerless in the presence
of unbelief. I might say that prayer is powerless
to change God’s decree, and prayer is powerless
when the divine will is set aside, but I pass over
and say that prayer is powerless in the presence
of unbelief. James 1:6, 7, clearly teaches that
we get what we believe for, nothing more or less,
unless it be blessings which come unconditionally
upon all, good and bad alike. I used to think
that God had a number of ways by which He
could communicate Himself and His blessings to
us; that He had different channels through which
He could reach us, but one day I discovered that
God had confined Himself to absolutely one way,
one channel, and that channel is faith. He said,
“According to your faith be it unto you;” not
according to your long prayers; not according to
your earnestness, nor according to the tears you
shed, but “according to your faith.” But I was
also encouraged to learn that God had not pro-
vided Himself with any alternative, but to honor
faith. Now that makes anything that interferes
with our faith life a serious matter. If we are
only going to get what we believe for, then any-
thing that interferes with our faith life is a seri-
ous affair. That is my chief reason for telling
folk that they ought not to worry, and that worry

is a much more serious matter than most people

believe. Why worry comes from the same root
as the word “anger,” and it refers to the physical
act of choking. It has been known that some
folk while in a fit of anger have actually died,
choking themselves to death. You know how it
affected you at times. Of course those days are
gone, 1 hope, forever, but you have had spells
in the past when you flew into a temper and the
glands of your throat began to enlarge until you
felt a choking sensation; you could scarcely speai
or breathe. Now if you had continued in that
fit of insanity in all probability it would have
ended your life, for you would have strangled to
death. Now the point is, what anger will do for
the physical, worry will do for faith; worry will
strangle faith. Worry is the devil’s faith killer,
You begin to worry and faith will not act as for-
merly, and if you persist in worrying your faith
will be destroyed. When your faith is gone, you
have no other way of receiving since that is the
channel through which the Lord works. So if you
strangle your faith, you close up the only channcl
by which God can communicate to you, which
makes anything that interferes with faith a very
serious affair.

Then prayer is powerless to prevent necessary
chastisement. That is, you do not need to pray
with the thought of preventing chastisement, for
God will chastise. David sought God for the life
of his child, but David needed to be chastised and
God undertook to do:it by removing from him
this child. He fasted and prayed. He even got
down upon his face before the Lord, but God had
something else in mind. It was the question of
chastisement, and He chastised David by remov-
ing the child.

Then I conclude by saying that by our much
praying we cannot recall past opportunities.
Luke 13:25, “When once the Master of the house
is risen up, and hath shut to the door, and ye
begin to stand without, and to knock at the door,
saying, Lord, Lord, open unto us; and he shail
answer and say unto you, I know you not
whence you are. . .. Depart from me, all ve
workers of iniquity.” This teaches us the im-
portance of embracing every opportunity. Once
our opportunities are gone, they seem gone for-
ever, This day is flooded with them. We never
had greater opportunities for service, and may
never have them again, and the thing for us to
do is to make the best of them and not live with
the idea that some day through prayer we will be
able to recall these opportunities. Let us so live
that our prayers will not be powerless. Let us
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study and master the art of praying through.

I close by repeating what I said at the begin-
ning, that the biggest half of real prayer is the
answer, and we should never be satisfied until we
have the answer. If the answers are not forth-
coming it is up to us to call a halt and find out
why. I feel God will not leave us in the dark,
for this matter of prayer is of vital importance.
Prayer is the oil which lubricates the wheels of
God’s machinery for the evangelizing of the
world. “God promises to dispense His Spirit

Ghe Loue of

ooy HERE is no evil into which men have
) T \ not been led by the love of money.
W “What will you give me?” said

8 Judas. “A talent of silver!” cried
Gehazi to Naaman. “Money,” said -Simon Ma-
gus to Peter, thinking the Apostle to be one like
himself. For the death of millions, Haman
promised “money.” “The prophets divine for
money,” says Micah (3:11). The soldiers were
given ‘large money” to say that Christ never
rose. Felix hoped that “money” should have
been given him of Paul” (Acts 25:26).

The love of moriey is a sin the more danger-
ous because it is less startling and offensive than
many others. We become familiar with it, and
conscience is lulled to sleep by all we can so
plausibly say in its favor. We talk of duty and
of prudence, and so we blind ourselves to its
real character. Yet it is a most heinous sin, and
so hurtful to a man’s soul that it leaves it earthly
and selfish, and freezes even the outflow of his
affection. The rich are infested by it: “it finds
its fuel in opulence.” The poor are haunted by
it: “it finds its stimulus in.poverty.” As a straw
floating downward shows the direction of the
current as distinctly as the drifting of a vessel,
so greed may appear as plainly about a peany
as about pounds. Indeed, this sin is oftenest
seen in smaller ways, and it is frequently by gitts
of small value that God tests our character for
eternity {Luke 16:10). Our Lord spoke much
about this sin. Look at—

1. Christ's warwings ogainst it—warnings by
Him who was offered all earth’s glory, and yet
was content to have nowhere to lay His head.
“He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.” Christ
sought no wealth; He had to get by miracle the
tribute-money. Listen to His own words: “Lay
not up for yourselves treasures upon earth . . .
where your treasure is, there will your heart be
also. Ye cannot serve God and Mam-

and to exercise His power according to the wishes
of man. If man will avail himself of his high pre-
rogative and fully yield himself to the Holy
Spirit’s teaching in regard to the will of God,
God will make literally true what Christ prom-
ised, “If ye abide in me, and my words abide in
you, ye shall ask what ye will, and # shall be done
unto you.”

“What a friend I am to Jesus!

All His plans and aims to share;

W_hat a privilege to help Him!
With my strong prevailing prayer.”

Money

mon”—money, that is. “Take no thought” about
food or raiment, for “after all these things do
the Gentiles séek” (Matt. 6). “Cares and de-
ceitfulness of riches choke the word” (Matt. 8:
22). A man, He said, would lose all in gaining
the whole world, if he lost his soul. Pointing to
the rich young ruler, He said, “A rich man shall
hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven”
(19:23). One of the first-noted sins that pro-
ceed from an evil heart is “covetousness” (Mark
5:22), ‘Take heed, and beware of covetous-
ness,” zaiad our Lord, and then He told of the
rich farmer who was not “rich toward God.”

2. The Brand Put Upon this Stn—to mark it
as infamous. (a) We find it in the very midst
of a catalogue of foul sins. Writing to the Ephe-
sians, the Apostle names it along with fornica-
tion and other things not to be once named among
believers. Again, he says to the Corinthians,
neither ‘‘thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards

shall inherit the kingdom.” Our Lord
Himself classes it with the grossest evils that
come. out of the heart, such as murders and
blasphemy. It appears in the terrible catalogue
of Romans, chap. 1 (a) alongside unmentionable
sins. We find (b) that this sin unfits men for
service. (c) It brings sore judgment, as in
the case of Balaam and Achan; and (d) it is
pronounced idolatry, as in Col. 3:5. It is the
worst kind ef idolatry, because other forms hold
little of the heart, but this grasps the heart,
usurping God’s place in the thoughts and in the
affections.

3. Various Forms Ave Assumed by this Sin.
Few are altogether misers, many. are not mean
and niggardly in their dealings. But the sin takes
other forms, such as hastening to be rich. That
shows a man to be a lover of money; he becomes
so much taken up with business, that he has no
time left for himself and his family. All is toil.
He has no time for quiet prayer. Or his “has-
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tening to be rich” may show itself in speculation,
and this keeps him anxious. Or it takes the
same form as with Lot—eagerness to take profit-
able situations, whatever the spiritual drawbacks
may be. When a man hears of a situation, he
asks: “How much will T get?” not, “Is there
any church near?” Many a one goes off to a
foreign country, or takes a place at home, with-
out a question as to the means of grace till all
else is settled. Then he asks, and perhaps affects
to lament the disadvantages spiritually! Another
sign of the presence of this disease is withdraw-
ing God’s portion first, when reduced circum-
stances call for economy. The missionary paper
goes long before the newspaper, the subscription
to missions before a luxury. Or, want of cheer-
fulness in giving shows its presence. A man is
asked to help a cause, and does it; but he grudges
it, and gives as little as possible. He is pleased
if he can find a reason for refusing. Love of

money sometimes shows dtself by discontent,.

for we are told (Heb. 13:5), to be without covet-
ousness, and to be “content with such things as ye
have.” If we are too much distressed at losing
money, or at not having more, we are covetous.
In others it shows itself in over-ansiety about the
future.  They are afraid of poverty coming, and
begin to hoard up. Christ brands this fear as
distrust of God (Matt. chap. 6). He hids us use
what we have now for God, and trust Him for
the future.

4. This Sin Has Sad Effects, Even in Be-
licvers. “Which while some coveted after, they
have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves
through with many sorrows.” Here are some
of these effects: It injures Faith—some “err
from the faith.” It makes so much of visible,
sensible things that people get into a habit of
being at rest only when they have enough money
to throw away without feeling it. It injures
Love, for this secret idolatry affects the heart
towards God. His love has a rival in money
and possessions. It injures Peace, for men are
too anxious about this or that trifling loss or
They are at the mercy of a shower of

gain,
rain on their fields and such things. Doubts and
darkness about. God’s love appear. It injures

Joy. The thermometer rises or falls with your
gain or loss. They cannot sing Habakkuk’s song,
“Altheugh the fig-tree shall not blossom, neither
shall fruit be in the vines yet T will re-
joice in the Lord.” It injures communion with
God, for it makes self-denial to languish, and
self-denial helps devotion.

Even believers have too many serious thoughts
about earthly schemes, and too -little delight in
forwarding ‘God’s plans, to have the communion
with Him they once had. The whole tone of
life suffers harm. If any of us feel that we are
under the power of this sin, the cure is, (1)
Faith, Delight more in God. See how the love
of God, when shed abroad at Pentecost, opene
men’s hearts; how the sight of Him affected the
Wise Men at the manger. Then (2) Practice.
Make some sacrifice from time to time, be re-
venged by liberality in giving. Who is there
who loves money and is rich toward God? A
covetous man is, more than other men, unfitted
to understand the Gospel. He “errs from the
faith” more easily because this difficulty meets
him. The Gospel maxim is that it is “more
blessed to give than to receive,” and a scheme
so generous is diametrically opposed to his ways
of thinking. A lover of money does not care
much for the company of liberal givers, neither
does a covetous man care for the company of
our giving God. Even a believing man tinged
with this, seldom or never sees the full freeness
of grace. Has any man seen God’s giving, who
has not felt a wish to give, and a pleasure in giv-
ing?—H. Bonar.
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LIVINGSTONE OF AFRICA

JOHN WILLIAMS OF THE SOUTH SEA ISLES

These four books for children in decorated boara
covers are just the thing for your boys and girls. Will

{ﬁ:a}ati:d.them the spirit of heroism and selfégeaizléalcll;

SOUL-WINNING STORIES
By L. A, Banks

Sixteen true stories from the experience of the author
in his ministry, revealing the possibilities of personal
contact. A book that will give suggestions to the per-
sonal worker, $1.50

THE RECALL OF LOVE
By Ralph Connor
An attractive Booklet in artistic cover. The story of
Peter’s denial and penitence. Beautifully illustrated.
An inexpensive gift. - 85 ots.

SONGS THAT ARE DIFFERENT

One Hundred Songs

Book One, Book Two,. Book Three, Book Four,
Book Five
Each Book 20 Songs

Octavo, Heavy Paper, Triple Stitch,
Round Cornered, Bound in Sunburst Cover

Price, Postpaid:

* * * .
One Copy ............... $1.00
Five Copies ............. 3.00
Ten Copies .............. 5.00

(One kind or assorted)

LEHMAN SONGS COMPANY
LRE--Box 335

Pasadena, California
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The Qause of Outbreaks in Glhin&

HE Christian world is being stirred by the

ominous outlook for the cause of missions
in China. Civil war among the Provinces has
made it difficult for some time, but now the anti-
foreign spirit will make it practically impossible
to engage in missionary activity. For years the
anti-foreign feeling has been growing until it has
blazed out in fierce hatred. This feeling is not

the result of superstition, as in the past, but it is’

being instigated by the educated class of Chinese,
which makes it all the more formidable. It is
directed against the foreign business interests .n
China, but in times of war the heathen do not dis-
tinguish between Christian and non-Christian
foreigners, looking upon all with fear and dis-
trust, and missionaries suffer for the sins of un-
scrupulous men, the innocent for the guilty.
Why this hatred of the “foreign devil?” asks
the lover of missions who sees only the sacrifice
of the missionary giving his life that the heathen
might have the Gospel. Sad to say the aggression
of so-called Christian nations and the greed of
unscrupulous men relying on the protection of
their country, are responsible for the aversion of
the Chinese. From the time that Great Britain
forced opium upon China with guns and “for
twenty-seven hours poured shot and shell into
the million-peopled, unarmed, defenseless city oi
Canton, until whole districts were in flames and
the very gutters ran with blood of women and
children,” with practically no resistance; the
beautiful island of Hong Kong being ceded to
the British, “for the purpose of careening and

refitting their ships,” on down through the
Boxer uprising, to the present time, the nations
have been jealously vieing with each other in
confiscating Chinese territory. ‘“Take away your
opium and your Jesus,” has been the cry of
many an educated Chinese who knows the wrongs
inflicted upon his people by a Christian nation,
and naturally connects the “flowing poison” with
the Gospel, both coming from foreign ports.
The great Boxer Movement of 1900, which
threw a pall over the whole civilized world be-
cause of its atrocities, came into being largely be-

_cause the Germans took possession of Kioachu

Bay, one of the finest natural harbors in Shan-
tung Province and landed troops at Tsing-tau.
“This was done ostensibly because two Roman
Catholic missionaries had been murdered in the
southeast of the province of Shantung a short
time before. The Chinese troops .guarding the
fort being commanded to surrender, fled and the
Germans took possession of the forts. “This
seizure so easily accomplished, and regarded at
the time as a punitive measure,” wrote a mis-
sionary from that province, “met with a chorus
of applause from foreign powers; but none knew
then how pregnant this act was with consequences
which were to cause all the world to wonder, and
to inaugurate one of the most startling revolu-
tions in the history of China.”

Soon after that Russia poured troops into
Manchuria, “altered the terminus of her Siberian
railway from Vladivostock to Dalny, and has re-
mained practically in possession of that country
ever since, The British, jealous of Russian in-
fluence, immediately pressed for the cession to
them of Wei-Hai-Wei, a convenient harbor also
in the province of Shantung, and after many ne-
gotiations and threatenings, finally secured this
important place.” Because of this foreign in-
vasion over a hundred consecrated missionaries
were brutally massacred, besides children, a host
of Chinese Christians lost their lives, and valu-
able mission property irreparably destroyed.

But the recent outbreaks of anti-foreignism,
are the result of a long list of insults to China:
men, writes the Editor of The Japanese Chronicle
in the New York World. He cites the case of a
foreigner who took a lighted cigarette from his
mouth and without provocation thrust it into the
face of a rickshaw man, an insignificant incident
in itself, but it throws light on one phase of life
in China- He writes that when Chiness are
killed by foreigners very little is said about it,
and sometimes it is not mentioned in the papers,
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but “if it had been an American murdered by a
Chinese soldier, it would have been made the sub-
ject of large headlines.” A number of instances
are given showing the injustice of the powers; if
a foreigner is killed by a Chinese the Chinese are
severely punished, but if a foreigner is the cul-
prit, the matter is hushed up or the homicide
found “not culpable.” Smiting under injustices
to their fellowman has fanned the feeling into a
flame and riots are the result,

“A police officer admitted having thrashed his
coolie, but brought medical evidence to show that
~ death was not due to the thrashing but to in-
ternal weakness. In another case of some years
ago the Chinese alleged that a foreign policeman
had poked his stick into the ribs of a resting
rickshaw-puller and caused his death. The offi-
cer publicly denied it, but I have it on the best
authority that he privately admitted having done
so, though not maliciously. A riot followed, in
which several Chinese were shot dead by foreign
bluejackets. However, after an autopsy the
Chinese authorities and the victim’s relatives
themselves accepted it as proven that the man
had died of natural causes.”

A long list of cases could be cited showing that
when foreigners suffer there is a great outcry and
the Powers exact indemnities, but when the Chi-
nese are the victims of foreigners’ violence, a
wonderful facility is shown in finding excuses, if
the affair cannot be hushed up entirely,

It is said that the situation is more serious
than at any time since the Boxer uprising; the
British and Japanese consulates at Kiu Kiang
were wrecked by rioters, and in Peking the
Chinese students and business men have demand-
ed that the Chinese sever relations with Great
Britain. Ambassadors and officials are meeting
for conference, and it is to be hoped that there
will be some country that will reach out a helping
hand that will not want indemnity or part of her
land in compensation. Torn by civil war and in-
ternal strife she needs help to restore law and
order. Because she is helpless and weakly forti-
fied against invasion should her territory be con-
fiscated? Because China is a heathen nation is
that a reason why her people should be intim-
idated and subjected to indignities? She needs
help to develop her industries and resources and
raise her people out of poverty. Oh that the na-
tions might reach out to her a helping hand!
send her missionaries instead of vessels of war;
restore confidence by restoring her confiscated
lands, and work disinterestedly for the elevation
of her people!

Our missionaries need prayer. Reports state
that they have been ordered to the coast bu:
some in the Interior are unable to travel because
of civil war. Pray that God will protect them.

Missionary Bishursements
(May and June)

Miss Carrie P. Anderson, So. China.......... $ 78.00
Miss Almyra Aston, on furlough
Miss Eva Beach, India..................... ..
A, F. Berg, Congo....ooovvivinininnnnnnnn..
Miss A. E. Brown, Jerusalem. .
Miss Grace Brown, India
Miss Harriet Dithridge, Japan.................
C. E. Doney, Egypt...oe e iiinnnnn. ...
Miss Ruth Erickson, Liberia...................
Miss Marguerite Flint, India...................
Mrs. Esther B. Harvey, India.................
Miss C. B. Heron, India................c.u....
Miss Gertrudz Johnson, Africa................
C. F. Juergensen, Japan..........ocuvvvunnnnn..
Miss Bernice Lee, India.........ccovueeennn....

Fred G. Leader, Congo..........cccovvven....
Miss Bella Militscher, So. China ($16 native).. 55.00
Mrs. M. McKay, China.............. ........ 00
Clifford Morrison, West China................ 50.00
Elmor Morrison, So. China ($16 native)...... 21.00
Mr. and Mrs. J. J. Mueller, India..............
Mrs, Mattie Neeley, Liberia........ooovvn.... 52.75
Miss Sophia Nygaard, Liberia................. 10.00
John Norton, India............cccoiiiiiiinnnn. 20.00
W. K. Norton, India........ooovvivnienneennn... 16.00
Miss L. H. Parker, India.................... 20.00
“V. G. Plymire, Tibet..........cccoiiuiinini.. 106.71
Miss Laura Radford, Jerusalem................ 55.00
Miss Mary Rasmussen, China.................. 10.00
Mrs. Julia C. Richardson, Congo.............. 10.00
Gustav Schmidt, Poland........... .. 15.00
E. M. Scurrah, So. Africa........ 10.00
Ira D. Shakley, West Africa................... 25.50
W. E. Simpson, Tibet.......... e r e 15200
Ernest Smith, India................coiviiien... 64.00
Thos. Stoddart, India..................co...l. 55.00
N. C. Sorenson, So. America........cv.vvuivuon.. 10.00
Mrs, Violetta Schoonmaker, India.............. 18.00
Benj. F. Surtets, China......oovveeivnivnnenass 20.00
Miss Lillian Trasher, Egypt................... 15.00
W. E. Turper, China................veviinnnn.. 25.00
Miss Jessie Wengler, for Japan................ 40.00
Miss Jennie Williams, So. China............... 20.00
Missionary Rest Home, Chicago............... 20.20
Total $1482.59

Onward Move in Japan

After twelve years of labor in the land of
Japan, the Juergensens are keenly feeling that
the next step in their missionary activity is to
build a Gospel Chapel. This seems to be a very
economical move, and we are glad indeed to see
this step of faith. Had they been able to buy
land and build years ago when they first started
work in that Island Empire, we can well believe
the Pentecostal work would now have a very sub-
stantial footing, and the money that has been
put in rents all these years could have been used
in enlarging and developing the work.

It is not economy for mission stations to pay
rents. The Juergenmsens write that when they
find a man who is willing to rent for a Gospel
mission, before the place is usable they must
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break down mud walls and make changes which
make it very expensive, These alterations on
other people’s property are a regrettable neces-
sity, and then the building is not satisfactory;
they have no Sunday School rooms, no prayer-
rooms, and are very much handicapped.

The Juergensens are aggressive workers for
God. They have three mission stations, and
write, “It is perhaps to our shame that our mis-
sion stations today are dirty, low, native build-
ings, which to you would seem but a barn;”
nevertheless souls have been saved in these hum-
ble quarters and they have a work that God has
greatly honored. They ask co-operation in their
step of faith: “Can we not believe God for one
clean little chapel or lighthouse with Sunday
School rooms, etc., so that Pentecost can own
one Mission Station in dark Japan?”

In answer to prayer, God has given them the
land in a most splendid location on a main street,
not two blocks from where they had such blessed
tent meetings last summer. They estimate that a
plain building for their purpose can be put up for
$7,000, and are asking for offerings for this

building. Our readers have always responded to

our appeals for offerings in China and India, and
now we believe they will have an open heart and
hand for this need, that Pentecost may have a
mission station of its own in Japan. A very easy
way to pay for this building is one which they
suggest: ‘It will take only 350 $20 offerings or
700 $10 offerings, to make this Lighthouse in
far away Japan a reality. Will you be one of
this number? Great will be the interest you will
receive on that great day of rewards from such
an investment. A share in the harvest of preci-
ous souls.” But from those who cannot give
such amounts, smaller offerings will be just as
acceptable. We appeal to our readers to get un-
der this burden, to pray and to give for this pur-
pose. A concentrated effort to built the different
stations when the call comes, will result in Pente-
costal Mission Stations being established in many
parts of the heathen world. Who will respond
to this call? We shall be glad to forward offer-
ings for this purpose.

@he Haithfuluess of God

Mrs. Esther Harvey writes under date of
March 27th of a very blessed deliverance she had
from neuritis. The burdens of the work piled up
when she returned, and she allowed them to
weigh her down spiritually and physically, but
one night during the Indian Convention held at
Nawabganj when the suffering became so intense

she could stand it no longer, she was anointe]
and prayed for, and the Lord wonderfully de-
livered her. He not only healed her and gave her
new life, but helped her to roll her burdens over
on the Great Burden Bearer. There were 65 In-
dian workers and 19 missionaries present at their
Convention, besides Bro, Faux from America,
whose messages were a blessing to all.
KKK

Brother Stoddart of Poona, India, writes:

“Brother Smith baptized nine converts last
week, a whole family and another beside. I bap-
tized a Punjab Mohammedan last March and h=
is doing well. Bro. Smith has charge of the Mar-
athi work. The hospital work at present has a
revival spirit. Bro. Faux spoke to the boys and
the lads enjoyed his message; twenty-three of
them accepted Jesus.

“My health is excellent. Ever since that won-
derful healing in the train over a year ago my
health has risen. T feel like a different man. No
more bright red hemorrhages; no more vomiting
of all T eat.”

When Bro. Stoddart was in America he was
healed of a very serious trouble on his spine, but
still had a weak stomach and lungs. We rejoice
to know that now he is entirely healed. How
good God is to answer prayer for our dear mis-
sionaries! To combat the powers of darkness in
heathen lands with well bodies requires great
grace and fortitude, but to fight against demon
forces with a body weakened by disease is a task
which tries the stoutest heart.

® Kk

From Miss Flint we read the good report of
their first School at Bettiah:

School will be closing May 7th, our first happy
year drawing to a victorious close,—and it seems
but yesterday that th& Pentecostal Girls School
was opening. The Lord has done “exceeding
abundantly” again, not only has He kept the
girls well and strong, supplied our every need;
baptised our precious teachers with the Holy
Ghost and added to our numbers continually—He
is also giving us a great deal of encouragement
for the coming year. I did not think many of
the teachers would want to return to us after the
trials of this first year, but without an exception
they wish to come back! Two new girls have
come in almost at the end of the school year,
which we also take as His hand of love, each new
trophy is so precious. And money has come to
enable us again to begin building, this time the
home for the teachers is to go up, praise the
Lord! Over a month ago we tacked up a sign in
the meeting room and told our people we must
get hold of the Lord in definite prayer for money,
as building had been closed for several longz
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- months. For a month the sign card has faced us
f in every meeting—Three thousand six hundred
E rupees—teachers house. Just a few days ago one
b of the dear teachers said to me, “Miss Flint, you
i will tell us when the very first bit comes, won't
& you, it will encourage us in praying,” for this
'~ was their first definite prayer for temporal things.

L And the next mail brought the news that over six
¥ hundred dollars had come by cable from faithful
E friends at home ; this week bricks are coming and
f next week the work will begin. In two months,
b just before the new school term opens, the
= Teachers’ Quarters will be completed, and then

it will be pray on,—the School House must come
next. It is jov unspeakable and full of glory to
fight through in prayer battles, and see our won-
derful God answer in His own way which is al-
ways best.

“With force of arms we nothing can,
Full soon were we downridden;
But for us fights the proper Man,
Whom God Himself hath bidden.
Ask ye who is this same?

Christ Jesus is His Name,

The Lord Sabaoth’s Son,

He and no other one

Shall conquer in the battle.”

@allen tn Seruvire thru Suffering
How God Started the Missionary Home in India
Miss Jossie Barber, on Furlough from India

X OR five years I was an invalid with
neurasthenia. I had the best of med-
ical attention, because my brother
4| and sister-in-law were both physi-
But in spite of this I became weaker and

cians.
- weaker until I was able to be up only about two
b hours a day; then I would lie around on the sofa

' and go back to bed again. That continued for
. five years.
| One time during my illness I was spending a
- few days with my uncle and his family in the
. country, and I was attacked with intense pain in
" my spine. I suffered so that I could not bear
anybody in the room and had to have it darkened.
- 1 was feeling so desperate in my agony and being
obliged to shut myself off from everybody, that
if T could have taken anything to end it all I
' would have done so. Every morning I had a
. severe attack, but occasionally the suffering was
' almost beyond endurance, and I was just at the
. end of myself. I had never heard about Divine
- Healing or the deeper truths, but had been
brought up in a very formal way in the Baptist
Church so I didn’t know how to get to God for
healing. I knew that the Lord healed when on
earth, and in my desperation and utter end of
everything I turned to Him and asked Him to
heal me. I turned on my side and opened my
Bible and my eyes fell upon this verse in II.
Kings 205, “ have heard thy prayer, I have seen
thy tears; behold, I will heal thee.” It came with
a great assurance and I positively knew that God
would keep His Word. I didn’t know when it
would come to pass, but I said, “Lord, if it is
today or tomorrow, or in a year’s time I will be-
lieve that You will answer my prayer because [
have Your word for it.” It was a whole year.
After that I was just the same. I didn’t know

how I would get healed but I had God’s Word

seemed to come into my room like magic,

and knew He would heal me sometime.,

At the same time the next year I again asked
the Lord about it, and reminded Him of the
promise He had made me a year before. I asked
Him for another promise to confirm it, and I was
given, “Thy health shall spring forth speedily.”
1 marked that in my Bible as I had marked the
previous passage and knew it would come to pass.

But still I lingered on and became greatly
stirred. I felt I could not continue on like this,
going from one hospital to another, and having a
nurse with me continually. I know God was
stirring me up and I became desperate for a
change. My home was in Australia, and T asked
my brother, the doctor, if it would be poséible for
me to go to India for a few months to see my
missionary brother; it was arranged that I take
the trip with a nurse, just for the ocean voyage.
After visiting my brother in Bengal, I went up
to the mountains to Darjeeling, and as soon as I
reached there the Lord began to deal with me
and teach me about Divine Healing. Dr. A. B.
Simpson’s tract fell into my hands, people came
to see me and talked about the Lord’s healing;
American papers containing accounts of healings
It was
simply wonderful, and I said to the gentleman in
whose house I was staying, to test him, “Do you
believe these things?” “Most assuredly I do,”
was his answer. One day I was out in the dandy
(a chair carried by two coolies) and a lady came
across the road and said, “God has healing for
you.” T had seen her only once before, this godly
woman, but all these things made a great im-
pression on me and quickened my faith.

One morning I was in my room, having a bad
turn, and I opened my “Daily Light” to find the
whole page a flame of fire, illuminating these
wonderful words, “Hath He said and shall He
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not do it? Hath He spoken and shall He not
make it good?” At once I remembered the time,
when far away in Australia God had spoken to
me so wonderfully and given me the promise of
healing. This morning I had a real visitation
from God. 1 felt His power come down and
overshadow me in a very remarkable way and [
knew it was healing. It was a time of broken-
ness in my spirit and I was melted before the
Lord. Then I called my nurse and got my clothes
and got up. That was the beginning of my heal-
ing.

About this time a friend of mine in Calcutta
was in a prayer-meeting, and she prayed publicly
for me. A lady doctor heard her pray and was
impressed that she should come up and see me
and pray for me. When I heard that she was
coming I was filled with apprehension because I
heard she was one of those “terrible” persons who
spoke in tongues. Another friend of hers had
said to her, “I think you ought to go to see this
woman at Darjeeling,” and she was convinced
that the Lord wanted her to minister to me. It
was not without some misgivings that I was
willing to see her. I felt T had been kept out of
fanaticism all these years, out of theosophy and
Christian Science and those false isms, and I was
quite troubled, but the Lord had given me such 2
quickening when He touched me, a few weeks
before and my being so desperately hungry for
God and my great need, all put together made me
pray very earnestly and definitely that He would
clearly guide so that I might make no mistake.
When she came and laid hands on me and prayed
in other tongues, I was absolutely sure it was the
Lord. It was remarkable how she laid hands on
every part of my body which was afflicted and
she didn’t know a thing about it; it was the Lord

_guiding her. When she prayed in tongues and
interpreted there was such a holy hush upon us;
it was the voice of God quieting my doubts and
fears and dispelling my difficulties.

Instantly the pain, the neuritis, left my back
and never returned, but there were symptoms
that I had to stand in faith to be delivered from.
My whole life from that moment was changed;
that night the Lord’s presence was so wonderful
I was lost in Him, and didn’t want to go to sleep.
But in the morning when I awoke His presence
was still there and those were days when 1
seemed to be walking in heaven. Then when I
began to travel about India and look into this
matter of the Pentecostal blessing I found that
people in the Church of England, Friends, those

belonging to the Lutheran Mission and the Meth-
odist Mission, and many others had received the
baptism in the Holy Spirit, and it confirmed to
me that it was for the whole church and for me,

Sometime after that I was asked by some
Pentecostal people to open a Missionary Home
in the hills. I was really getting experience along
this line, visiting different places in India, but 1-
felt diffident about this undertaking at first, not
being very robust. But the Lord laid it on my
heart and gave me no peace until I promised Him
I would undertake to open a Missionary Home
in Landour. The Lord gave me that word, “They
addicted themselves to the ministry of the saints,”
and when I still was having a controversy with
the Lord over the opening of the Home, feeling
my inefficiency, He said to me, “It is accounted
to a man what he hath, and not what he hath
not.”” I was telling the Lord I didn’t have the
language and didn’t have the strength and He
gave me that verse.

Then I made a covenant with the Lord, “Lord,
if You will take the responsibility I will do what
I can.” In a remarkable way the Lord fulfilled
His Word, providing for all the needs. Finally
a suitable house was secured in a very lovely sit-
uation, secluded, and with a beautiful view of the
snow-capped mountains, Some time after the
Home was opened three of the brethren told me
that a year previous to my opening it, they had
been looking around the hills for a suitable house
for a Pentecostal Missionary Home and coming
to Childer’s Lodge were impressed that the Lord
would have it for a Home. As they prayed in
the drawing room the power of God fell upon
them and they had a wonderful time of rejoicing.
The assurance came to them then that God would
make that a Missionary Home. The Home is for
missionaries who come for their summer holiday,
and young missionaries who come up to study the
language. The object is not only to provide good
food but to have it a place of spiritual uplift and
refreshment, From the very first Sunday we
were up there the Lord began to bless. Although
I didn’t take the meetings myself, the Lord never
failed me in all those years to provide a speaker
for the services. That was the part the Lord ar-
ranged.

In the second year of the occupancy of the
Home the Lord gave me a co-worker in Miss
King. Our drawing-room holds fifty people and
it was always filled, sometimes to overflowing. It
has been a place where men and -women have
met God and been filled with the Holy Spirit.
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Prayers that have gone up from that Home have
counted for God and for eternity. Just one in-
stance of salvation that was very remarkable.
There was a major in the Indian Army who was
a very godless man. His wife, a sweet Christian,
had prayed for him many years and it didn’t
seem to make a bit of an impression on him.
After the war he came to the point where he
.wanted to be a Christian and they settled down
in Landour next to the Missionary Home, He
thought he would work out his salvation and
used to come up and help me in the Home; he
was a great help managing the coolies, etc., and
also came to the meetings, but they were very
strange to him.  His wife and I used to have
prayer every afternoon. One afternoon in the
early Spring a terrific thunder storm came up so
that she could not get away, and we spent the
time in prayer for this man. I received a won-

derful assurance that the Lord would save him,

and I said to his wife who was crying, “You

must not cry anymore; the Lord will meet him.”
It was a wonderful time of blessing to my own
soul as well.

Later in the season he had fever and had to
go to bed. After he was in bed for a few days
his wife heard him crying and making a noise.
She thought he was worse, but he said, “It is all
right. The Lord has shown me that I am a mis-
erable sinner. I have been trying to work out
my salvation by helping Miss Barber but He has
shown me I need the blood of Jesus to save
me.” It was very sweet how he got up in our
Sunday service and told how he had been seli-
righteous ; he had given up horse-racing, cards,
etc., because he wanted to be a Christian. Then
he began to think he was a pretty good sort of a
man for giving up these things, but God showed
him what a sinner he was after all. He sought
the baptism of the Spirit and received it shortly
after he left Landour. I never saw such beau-
tiful humility as he manifested.

When God Changed a Migsionary’'s Tall

How a Revival Among the Missionaries Began

Miss Ethel King, India, in the Stone Church Convention

| HEN I was returning to India
from my last furlough I had no
other thought than to spend the
rest of my life on the plains of
India, but while I was on the water
en route to Calcutta the Lord very
definitely spoke to my heart, “Your
ministry among the heathen is
practically finished. 1 have another work for you
in India, and that is among the English-speaking
people. “I did not know how it was to be workad
out, but I knew this, that I would not work it
out. If God wanted me to work among the Eng-
lish, He would have to bring it about. I went
back to Uska Bazar, as Miss Lee was just about
to leave for America.
away while I was on furlough, and I said to Miss
Lee, “I feel somehow that God showed me I was
to be connected with the English-speaking peo-
ple, but I do not know how it is to come to pass,
and right here in Uska Bazar is my place, and
here will I stay until God moves.” I did not try
to get out of that place, but God has His own
way of opening doors and of working. You re-
member that word in Revelation, “He that open-
eth and no man shutteth”? If God wants you to
move out He will open the door, and when He
opens it, no man can shut it.

A new missionary came out and I helped get

Miss Baugh had passed’

her started, and took up my duties on the Sta-
tion, but all the time this word was down in my
heart. I might tell you frankly I never thought
I would have a ministry among the missionaries,
but thought perhaps He would give me a min-
istry among the Amnglo-Indians of which thers
are a large population in India, but I just wanted
the will of God. While God was preparing me
for a change, He was also speaking to another
whom He was calling to be my co-worker. He
was showing Miss Jessie Barber that He wanted
her to open up a Missionary Home on the top of
the mountains at a place called Landour on the
Himalaya mountains. In the United Provinces
in India the hot weather begins in March, and 't
is not a few hot days and then a cool breeze like
you have here, but hot continuously. The latter
part of February the hot winds begin to blow,
bringing terrific sand storms. When the winds
have died down we find ourselves in the hot
weather. From the end of February until Sep-
tember we have a continuous heat. Oh how we
long for a cool breeze! How we crave a drink
of cool water! But we do not get it on the
plains, and it is necessary for us to go where we
can get it. God has provided an escape from the
awful heat among the majestic Himalayas, at an
elevation of 10,000 feet, and -every missionary
who has the money for his fare and for his board
7



The Latter Kain Eoange

Jury, 1925

goes to the hills sometime during the intense heat.
Childer’s Lodge, which is our Missionary Home,
is near a language school and missionaries come
here to study the language, often new mission-
aries come who cannot study in the intense heat
of the plains. Then missionaries who are tire:
and worn, especially mothers with children, have
all found themselves in this home. It is the only
Pentecostal Home in the mountains. Some stay
a month and some longer. In the Providence ci
God I was in this Home, having, as [ supposed,
a rest, and while I was up there, my health com-
pletely failed. Now there are some people who
criticize others who do not get healing imme-
diately. Do not do it, for you never know what
will come to you. I can never tell you how 1
prayed for health. I wanted to go down to the
villages and carry the Gospel to them. I loved
those villagers, but God didn't heal me. Day after
day went by, a week passed, two weeks, and fin
ally when I got through groaning and agonizing.
pleading with God to heal me, He said, “I want
you to help right here in this Home.” 1 settled
down in the will of God and helped as much as
I could. Then the next season God showed m=
He wanted me to go up to the hills again, and
while there He so worked that my ministry was
mainly among the church missionaries. You have
heard of how God has been pouring out His
Spirit among the missionaries, of the spirit of
hunger that has been upon them, how they laid
aside their games, their tennis, etc., and came and
asked for prayer meetings. It was into that work
that the Lord thrust me, and it wasn’t long until
I saw how He was working out His plan for me.

We had meetings especially for the Church
Missionaries during the two years, but the third
year I was with Miss Barber the very first meet-
ing of the season was on a Sunday afternoon. I
gave a little talk that afternoon, and I re-
member seeing a strange woman in the meeting.
She told us she was a Presbyterian ; that she had
received the baptism of the Spirit in this country
and she hadn’t hidden her light under a bushel
but had let it shine into other hearts. And she
came to us and said, ‘Do you know there is 2
wonderful spirit of hunger among the Presby-
terian missionaries?”’ We hadn’t known it. She
went on, “I wonder how we can get this wonder-
ful Gospel of Pentecost to them. That is what
they want.” We asked, “Would you like us to
unite with you in holding meetings?” We had
room that would accommodate fifty or sixty, and
with the veranda we could seat a hundred. She

said, “No, you hold the meetings in your home
and we will come.” You remember that word in
I. Cor. 1:26, “Not many wise men after the
flesh, not many mighty, not many noble are
called.” Some people think it reads “not any,”
but it doesn’t. The first Friday afternoon meet-
ing when we looked over that crowd of peopls
our hearts almost stood still. Here they were,
D.D.s, M.D.’s, the big people of the Mission sit-
ting right there before us. 1 will admit some
looked a bit terrified, and some sat close to the
door so they could easily get out if anything
queer happened. But we knew that God would
take care of things. We felt they wanted some-
thing but they didn’t know what, so we just
talked to them ahout Jesus. Oh friends! It is
Jesus that people want. We talked to them of
the joy and the power and the victory He could

- bring into their lives, and as we talked to them

thus, the fear dropped off. We had these Fri-
day afternoon meetings just for the outside mis-
sionaries, and the Pentecostal missionaries were
praying every afternoon that God would reveal
Himself to these hungry hearts. Then they sai,
“Can you not manage to -have another meeting
during the week? What about Sunday?”’ We
told them we did not want to interfere with their
meeting, but if they liked we would have our
meeting before theirs.

Then they said, “Would you be willing after
the Friday afternoon meeting in the Missionary
Home to come down to a meeting that we will
arrange for people who are too frightened t»
come to this Home?” We said we would go.
Sometimes I talked to forty or fifty reserved
Presbyterians, but the Lord helped me and gave
me the message, and I didn’t have any fear of
them, either, although there were in their midst
some of the “mighty” and some of the “noble.”

Then after a while they said, “We like the Fri-
day afternoon meeting and the Sunday afternoon
meeting, but could we not just have a prayer-
meeting?”’  “Yes, if you like.” “Well, what do
you call this sort of a meeting among your-
selves?”  “We call them ‘tarrying meetings’.”
“Oh yes! That is what we want, tarrying meet-
ings.” 1 tell-you, they were tarrying meetings,
too, It wasn't just a little prayer-meeting and
then go off for a game of tennis. It lasted 30
long that the servants hardly knew what to make
of it. Not all of them were hungry, don’t think
that; but a few here and there. We had thirty
missionaries in the Home hesides these special
meetings. They came again, “We know you are
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busy, but couldn’t we have another tarrying
meeting?”’  So we had one on Tuesday. Again
they came and asked for more, and God gave us
the strength. It was hard work to tarry and
pray day after day. We finally had meetings
every day in the week but Saturday. You know
the word God said to Abraham, “I will bless
thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt Le
a blessing.” It wasn't just to receive a blessing,
but “Thou shalt be a blessing.” Jesus Himself
said that the one who received the Holy Ghost,
“Out of his being shall flow rivers of living
water,” and our lives were continually being
poured out for others. Some received the bap-
tism of the Holy Ghost, and others went down
from the hills desperately hungry. 1 have a list

of questions they asked. One of the questions:

was this: ‘“Can we, if we earnestly seek and
tarry before God, receive the Pentecostal baptism
in our mission station if there isn’t a Pentecostal
missionary there?” “Well.” we said, “the onz
hundred and twenty had no Pentecostal person
to pray with them.” They went back to theix
stations, and they used to write us such pitiful
letters, “We have no one-to pray for s, no one
to stand by wus, etc.” Since we have left India
God has led Miss Lee to go into the very centers
of the Presbyterians and given her such a mar-
velous ministry.

The head of the Language School in the hills,
a young man of influence, had a great hunger in
his heart before he ever knew of the Missionary
Home. He went down the mountainside all
alone, and there in secret, with only God to wit-
ness he prayed, “I will pray unto Thee to so fill
me with Thy Spirit that I shall feel Thy power in
my life, and that 1 may work among the heathen.”
He was one of those who came into the meeting
very shyly at first; he didn’t like the noise, didn’t
like to sit next to anyone who said, “Praise the
Lord.” He would have liked to have run out,
but he stayed because God was there. He stood

up in one of our meetings after they had gone to

a certain stage and said, “I have come to the con-
clusion that we missionaries have Peter’s job
without Peter's power, and it behooves us to wait
before God until we do receive that power. Is it
not so?” God baptized his wife in the Holy
Spirit, and this head of the Language School,
‘this leader of the Mission waited on week after
week, determined to seek God until His power
came into his life. And God marvelously met
him, and Miss Lee who was present in the meet-
ing wrote, ‘““Talkk about noise! I never heard
anyone shout louder than he.”

Then there was a graduate of the University of
Scotland, a woman with a beautiful voice, came
to the meetings. She had once been an opera
singer ; had been in Christian Science and theos-
ophy, but couldn’t find anything to satisfy; then
finally she found Jesus, and giving her life to
Him, went to India and conducted a school for
Anglo-Indians. She heard of the baptism of the
Holy Spirit, that God met His people today as in
olden days, so she set herself to seek the Lord,
and when anyone sets their face to seek God, He
always meets them. - He wonderfully baptized
her. Another instance: A precious missionary
with her hair snowy white, thirty years of service
in India, her father the founder of the first
Christian College in the Punjab, and relatives in
India to the number of seventeen—was down on
her face before the Lord. She used to say, “I
am not worthy for Him to baptize me,” but he
did. He also baptized her co-worker and ten of
the Indian teachers in their school.

Now T will say to the praise of His Name,
that the wonderful revival that is now going on
began right up there in our Missionary Home.
Our Pentecostal missionaries stood faithfully by
in prayer. The Lord Jesus said, “Go ye into all
the world and preach the Gospel to every crea-
ture.” Perhaps you never thought that included
missionaries, but if they have not the full Gospel
they need it, and if no one else ever told them.
then let us give it to them. It is not an easy
thing to do. Being a missionary myself 1 shrink
from it but I could not shrink from what God
laid upon me to do.

[ wish you would pray for the Missionary
Home in Landour, North India, that God will
make it a blessing. fOne of the greatest compli-
ments we had was from one who said, “As soon
as I put my foot on the front veranda, I felt the
presence of God.” Pray for Miss Barber and me.
How weak and frail we are! A friend sent me
a list recently of the different denominations in
that part of India and there were seventeen mis-
sionary societies named in that list. One young
man wrote us not long ago saying, “Our whole
Missionary Society is becoming Pentecostal.”
Don’t you remember He promised He would pour
out His Spirit upon all flesh? It is the fullness
of the -Gospel. He sent us to preach the goorl
news. It is good news to those missionaries that
God can so come in power that they can live
lives of victory and be a blessing to the heathen
as well.

When the outpouring of the Spirit came to
Mukti in 1905 and ’06 a missionary told me that
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God tried to visit some of these other mission
stations. She said, “The Spirit of God came up-
on our teachers and our Bible women, and we
stopped them, and made them get up from seek-
ing the Lord.” And the one who had been thirty
years in India said, “God sought to pour out His
Spirit upon the Indian Christians of the Presby-

terian mission years ago but we didn’t recognize
that it was the Spirit of God.” 1 feel now the
Lord wants to again pour His Spirit upon the
Indian Christian Church, but He has come to
the missionaries first so that they will know what
it is and will not try to hinder God from work-
ing. Wil you pray with us to this end?

The Hrmerited Fauor of God to U

Pastor E. C. Erickson, Duluth, Minn, in the Stone Church Convention

REJOICE this morning that we
are living in the grace of God. I
feel led to speak on this subject
but one scarcely knows where to
begin ; the grace of God is so won-
derful. The whole Bible is full of
it from cover to cover, and the ex-
=) periences of our lives have nll
come to us through the grace of God. I do not
know of anyone who has been able to define the
grace of God satisfactorily; we have heard dif-
ferent definitions, but it is impossible to find
words to define it.

It is said of D. L. Moody, that he was once
meditating on the grace of God sitting in his
study, and looking up the different passages of
scripture referring to the grace of God, his soul
became so flooded and overwhelmed with a sense
of God’s wonderful grace, that he jumped up,
ran from his study out on the street, and the
first man he got hold of he asked, “Have you
heard anything about grace?” “Oh,” said the
man, “I never knew she was lost,” thinking he
referred to a child.

Some omne has said “The grace of God is the
unmerited and unrecompensed favor of God,”
Paul tells us in Romans five that the grace of
God is a position into which we come through
Jesus Christ and His death on Calvary: “Being
therefore justified by faith we have peace with
God through our Lord Jesus Christ: by whom
also we have access by faith into this grace where-
in we stand, and rejoice in the hope of the glory
of God.” 1 rejoice this morning for our won-
derful position in grace. When man first fell
he didn’t fall from a doctrine or a theory, but he
fell from a certain position before God; he fell
from a place of fellowship and communion with
God. Paul tells us that it is possible to fall from
grace. The Galatians fell from grace because
they sought to be justified by the works of the
law, and we are justified only through faith in
our Lord Jesus Christ and His shed blood.

There are many people who contend and arguae

about doctrines or theories and are more concern-
ed about them than they are about their position
in grace; more concerned about doctrines than
whether they have peace with God. But what
should concern us most is our true position be-
fore God, that we should live in this grace where
we have peace with God.

Paul tells us some of the things we enjoy in
this position, and one of the blessings is “peace.”
It is wonderful when the peace of God sweeps
over our souls. It is deep and real and lasting,
but there is only one place where you and I can
have peace with God and that is in this position
of grace. Grace ushers us into the very pres-
ence of Calvary, where peace has been effected
through the suffering and death of Jesus: Christ.
I like the depths and heights of the things of
God, but I never want to get away from the
cross of Christ and the peace that was wrouglt
on Calvary.

Now Paul says we have peace because we have
been justified. No man can have peace with God
until he realizes that he has been justified be-
fore God. “Being justified by faith we have peace
with God.” There are some people who do not
realize what peace with God is. In the commun-
ity where I live we have neighbors on my left,
across the street and behind us. As far as [
know I have peace with my neighbors, but there
is quite a difference in the kind of peace I have
with some and the kind I have with others. In
one sense I have peace with them all, but I have
peace with the folks on my right because they
do not molest me and I do not molest them. Per-
haps that is the peace you have with God. 1 ask
you, “Have you peace with God ?” “Oh, yes,” you
say, “He doesn’t trouble me and I do not trouble
Him.” But that is not the peace God speaks
about in His Word that His people enjoy. That
is a peace without fellowship, without commun-
ion with God, but that is not the kind of peace
that Jesus gives to us. Then I have neighbors
living on the other side of me with whom I have
a different kind of peace; I have harmony and
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fellowship. They trouble me sometimes and 1
trouble them, but it is blessed trouble because of
our fellowship. Now what kind of peace have
you? Have you that kind where you leave God
alone and He leaves you alone? Or have you
that kind which the Bible speaks about, that
brings communion and fellowship with God?
That is the only real peace. It makes me think
of the testimony of a brother in Duluth who got
saved from a life of sin and shame. I believe he
was one of the greatest sinners who ever trod
the streets of Duluth. His body was broken
and bruised because of sin, but when Jesus wash-
ed him with His precious blood and he was
brought into communion and fellowship with the
Lord it was so wonderful to his soul he said
one afternoon that he had sweet “communion-
ship” with the Lord. He is a Scandinavian and
sometimes gets his English mixed. He couldn't
find any one word to express his feeling so he
took two words, “communion and fellowship”
and put them together. A soul saved from such
a life of sin cannot express in words his joy, and
I sometimes think that is why God gives us other
“tongues” to express the joy and communion in
our hearts. »

Now peace is effected through justification and
reconciliation. Someone might ask what is the
difference hetween those two words. There is
quite a difference. I know some people who are
justified but are not reconciled. The old self-life
will never become reconciled to God. It is “not
subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.”
It is a fact that people who have been justifi=d
through the death of Jesus oftentimes manifest
much of the old self-life, and no one is fully at
peace with God until he is fully reconciled to
God. When we are justified we are exhonerated
. from all blame. I thank God that when Jesus
died on Calvary He exhonerated me from all
blame. But do you know you can be exhonerated
and still not be reconciled to God in your heart.
For instance, somebody has slandered you, and
blamed you for something of which you were
not guilty, or of something you were, but finally
this person became convicted of the wrong he
was committing against you, weakening your in-

fluence among others, and comes to you and asks

your forgiveness, and says, “I exhonerate you
from all blame.” Now you are justified, but unless
you have much of the grace of God in your life
you probably would not be reconciled. You would
likely say, “I certainly feel she did wrong, and I
will never have the confidence in her that I used

to have.,” So there are many people who have
been justified through the death of Jesus Christ
upon the cross of Calvary, and yet they are not
fully reconciled to the will of God in their lives.
They murmur and complain, and find fault with
the way God is dealing with them. What is the
matter? They are not wholly and fully recon-
ciled to God and His ways, and then there is not
that real and lasting peace in their hearts. But
when you and I become fully reconciled to the
will of God, no matter where that will may lead,
then we have the peace that passeth understand-
ing. '

Bue we have something more in the grace of
God than peace. Paul tells us in Romans fifth
chapter that it is a place of rejoicing. If you are
in possession of grace you have a right to re-
joice because of the hope of the glory of God.
There are a great many people who try to earn
their blessings but it cannot be done. No matter
how conscientiously you live, if you rest upon
your good living for the blessing of God you
will be greatly disappointed. There is only One
who merited the blessing of the Lord and He
is described in the First Psalm. One day while
I was pfeaching on this Psalm, the Lord opened
my understanding and showed me something I
had never seen before. This Psalm says, ‘“Bless-
ed is the man who walketh not in the counsel
of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sin-
ners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful, but
his delight is in the law of the Lord; and in his
law doth he meditate day and night etc.,” I was
trying to describe a real Christian, and all at once
the Spirit of the Lord checked me and I began
to see that there was only One who could per-
fectly answer this description. I have heard it
applied a number of times to Christians, but 1
believe it has its perfect fulfillment in Jesus
Christ.

You will see that all the way through this
Psalm the blessing is by way of merit. If you
were only to have the blessing you have earned,
how much would you have? We have earned
none of the blessings of God no matter how
much we have sacrified, no matter how much we
have labored and toiled. Whatever blessings you
are enjoying, come by way of mercy and the
grace of God. “Oh,” you say, “I feel as if I
could fulfill that Psalm.” Well let us see. It says,
“His delight is in the law of the Lord.” I want
to ask you how much delight you have in the
law of the Lord. “The law is our schoolmaster,”
the Word says. If you were anything like me,
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you played truant the most of the time. I had
no leve for the schoolmaster, and I hated gram-
mar and all that pertained to it. The law made
nothing perfect; it only condemned and brought
judgment. When the children of Israel heard
the voice of the law they entreated Moses that the
voice should not be heard anymore, for so fear-
ful was the sight and the sound that they could
not stand it. They preferred Moses to speak to
them. There was very little love for the law of
God. Now if your blessing and mine would de-
pend upon the great love we had for the law
of God, I am afraid we would not have much.
“But,” you say, “that refers to our state before
we were saved. Since I have been saved I love
the law of God, and love the Bible.” I believe
you do but the Psalm says, “In his law doth he
meditate day and night.” Do you do that? “Oh
I"read a portion every day!” DBut of this Man
it says that He meditates on the law day and
night. That is more than any of us can do.
There is just One who said, “Thy law is ever
before me,” and that is Jesus. In thc next verse
it says, “Whatsoever He doeth shall prosper.”
Can you measure up to that? Does everything
prosper that you undertake? I have never yet
met the man or the woman who prospers in every
undertaking.

But let us go back to grace. There is no usc
in trying to get blessing through merit. The
“elder brother” did that and failed. You remem-
ber the story of the prodigal son, of how he
wasted his substance in riotous living, and when
he came back to his father’s house and the fathe:
made him a feast, the elder brother became angry
because he had never been rewarded for being
upright. If you try to get blessed because of an
upright life you will get nothing. I have seen
those who were “down and out” coming into «
meeting and getting filled with the glory of God.
and go on their way. Some times they say and
do things you would not say or do, and you say
in surprise, “Look how that man gets blest, an
how exceedingly careful I am to watch my step,
yet I seem to get nothing. I cannot understand
it. There must be something wrong.” 1 will
never forget a woman who came to our services.
She had been a member of a certain church for

forty years, was a consecrated and godly woman, .

had been a Sunday school teacher, and had lived
a holy and godly life. When Pentecost broke
out and newly converted ones began to get the
baptism of the Holy Spirit, she said, “I am going
to get this too,” and she came. She sought and

sought and seemed to get nowhere; others with
no Christian experience back of them were bless-
ed and flled with the Spirit and she received
nothing. One day she came to me, “Brother
Erickson, I do not know what to think. There
must be something wrong. I have been a Chris-
tian for forty years, and been living a conse-
crated life, as far as I know how, and the Lord
doesn’t haptize me.” Ah! the blessing of God
never comes by merit. It comes by the way oif
mercy, and when you and I come to the place

where we depend only upon the mercy of God,

we will be willing to take our places with those
who are “down and out.” '

‘Now Joseph was a fnine young man., Hg
was the beloved of his father; he had dreams and
visions and he saw the time when everybody
wotilld bow down to him. His brothers hated him
because of this, and it is barely possible that there
was a little pride in his heart. God knows how
to humble us. Before we get to the place »f
exaltation we have to go through humiliation. You
say you know that, but will you go through
withoyt murmuring or complaining? One day
Joseph went to Dothan and when he was yet
a great way off his brethren said, “Here comes
the dreamer. Now let us see what becomes of his
dreams.” They wanted to kill him, but Judah
persuaded them not to do that, but they cast
him into a pit and later sold him to the Ishmael-
ites who took him to Egypt where he was sold
as a slave. :

There are a great many people who do not
realize that they are sold in sin. The sinner who
walks with his head up in the air, with a feeling
of self-sufficiency, would not assume that ex-
alted air if he realized that he was a slave to
sin. But before men and women appreciate grace
they first have to be brought down. No man can
appreciate the Gospel of the grace of God that
is being heralded so freely in the world until he
is brought down and made to feel his need. I
do not know what it took to bring you down, but
I know what a process I went through. Every
man and woman. who finds grace in the sight of
God has to be brought down. It is against man's
nature to be brought down; man wants to be
lifted up. After Joseph was brought down, the
record says he found grace in the sight of Poti-
phar, Pharaoh’s officer. When you and I are
brought down to an end of ourselves and we are
undone, how wonderfully the grace of God works
in our lives!

If we had to comie by way of merit, our chances
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ould be hopeless, but coming by the way of
mercy, by the way of redeeming love, we can all
thave our portion. “Blessed is the man unto whom
the Lord imputeth not iniquity, and in whose
£ spirit there is no guile”” T am glad it doesn’t say
who has walked perfectly.” In the grace of God
you have all your needs supplied. “God is able to
make all grace abound, so that you may have
all-sufficiency in all things.”

Revival in an Orphanage
ISS MATTIE BRAN, Wei Hsien. Chihli,
A No. China, tells of a revival at Bethel Oc¢-
phanage. They had heavy trials at the opening
~ days of the term with their 44 girls but the Lord
- burdened some of the older orphan girls who
helped them pray for the others. A few missing
I" “cash” were the means of calling a special meet-
" ing for prayer, and as the Lord began to work all
studies were abandoned and souls were saved.
She writes, “I have never seen such deep convic-
tion for sin and humiliating confessions as came
from those girls for two days or more. Even the
least girls have wept as they have told of taking
things, and one very small girl wept as she said,
‘And I also smoked a cigarette.” Sins have al-
ready stained their little hearts and hands, but
praise be to our Lord, He brought them to the
place where they saw the remedy and fled to the
Savior. When one or two found peace they
jumped up and danced for joy as the Spirit of
the Lord came upon them. Then they would go
to another girl who was not through to victory
and they would pray for one and another until
they had peace in their hearts. Yesterday I was
helping different ones by giving the Word where
it was needed to enable them to grasp the plan
of salvation, at the same time keeping my eyc
on three little girls surrounding another girl in
a corner of the room. She had said some weeks
ago, ‘It doesn’t matter who confesses their sins,
I will never do it.” She held out day after day,
but such praying and weeping for her, and finally
her tears began to flow as she poured out her
sins before the Lord. You may know my heart
was broken up. :

“More than half of them have been baptized
in the Spirit, and such dancing for joy as they did
yesterday morning! I thought I had better stop
them for fear they would get off into ‘wildfire,’
and said to one of the women standing by who
has always been most quiet and level-headed,
“You and another woman take charge of two and
I will try to help two,’—when lo! my two women

‘their power to heal the girl.

were dancing as hard as the girls. So I gave np
and only prayed, asking the Lord to keep His
hand on them, when all at once a little girl near
me said, ‘Oh, teacher, ]esus is here in this room/!
Many of the boarding girls, daughters of Chris-
tians, said, ‘Oh Lord, forgive us for the way we
have acted when home when our people wanted
us to read the Bible and sing.’

“I must tell you of two wonderful healings re-
cently: One was a young woman who had been
bedfast for more than three years and was merely
skin and bone—hardly looked like a human being.
She could swallow only the very thinnest liquid
food and the saliva ran out of her mouth con-
tinually. Her body was rigid like wood and the
joints stiff.- The family were ardent worshippers
in some demon cult and had certainly done all in
At last some Chris-
tians near them suggested they ask for prayer
and two of our evangelists went to see her. They
said she was so frightful-looking they could
scarcely look at her, but they prayed and came
away. We and others have been praying for a
few weeks and on Monday the Evangelist came
and said, “That girl is healed and up and came’
to the chapel for service’ The whole village is
stirred over this wonderful healing, and many
are coming to the meetings who would not come
hefore.

“Another healing was that of a young woman
who had suddenly become-dumb. They were also
in a spiritist cult and had tried for weeks to get
the girl healed through calling on their gods. She
was brought to the chapel as a last resort. Prayer
was offered and she-was commanded to speak in
Jesus’ name. She gave a hissing sound and said,
‘Praise the Lord,” indistinctly. Prayer was of-
fered again and again and she was able to talk.
The people were amazed and such exclamations
as went up from the heathen who had come to
witness what was done! They brought her back
the next day and she could speak almost any-
thing, but her words were accompanied by a hiss-
ing sound. They said snakes were binding her,
and we prayed and asked God to break every fet-
ter that was binding, and she was saved and per-
fectly healed. She said to the Pastor, ‘Oh what I
suffered those days in thinking I would never be
able to speak! Now I know your God is the
true God and I want to follow Him.

On May oth, sixty-eight were buried with
Christ in water, and the Spirit of God fell, al-
though many of them had already been baptized
in the Spirit. How you would have enjoyed see-

23



Jye Latter RKain Evangel

JuLy, 1925

ing these dear old ladies taking their stand for
Christ.  One was 84, another 83 and four were
pver 70; six past 60, and not a few of them over
50. Among the number were twelve dear girls
recently converted and four orphan boys.

“One of the dear old Christian women, past
70, has been ill for a few weeks, and when she
was taken she sent for our workers who went
and prayed for her. She has been a faithiul fol-
lower of the Lord for four years in spite of per-
secution and ridicule of the Gospel from her two
sons. By her faithulness she has won her daugh-
ter-in-law, her granddaughter and one or two
neighbors. When a person lives to be old in
China, the highest tribute the relatives can pay 1s
to spend many hundreds of dollars on a big fun-
eral; the more incense and demon worship that
is carried on for weeks, the grander it is. Last
week she told her sons that if the Tord called her
home she didn’t want them to do one thing but
put her in a coffin and send for the elders, and
they would do the rest. On Monday the son
came over and said, ‘Mother is dying, and as she
told me she did not want a Chinese funeral, but
come for you, I have come.’ He said she was
cold to the elbows and knees and unable to speal.

The two Elders and two of the women went over;
I was in the school room. The men reached there
first and they heurd the old lady laughing in the
Spirit and lying with her eyes closed. She said,
‘Brethren, you have come. The Lord is with
me, and oh He has prepared such a wonderfui
place for us.” The son was so frightened and
said, ‘Why mother has not talked to us for days,
and has been unable to eat or drink. What does
this mean? She began talking to the crowds
(gathered there to see her die) and preached
scripture to them for quite a time—words that
she herself did not know. When the two Bible
women went in she held their hands and began fo
tell them what a wonderful place the I.ord had
prepared for us. Soon she said, ‘I am healed! [
forgot to say that the Elders had anointed and
prayed for her. As she jumped up the people
began to run out of the door, but she cried, ‘Don’t
g0, I have a message for you,” and she preached,
sang, and shouted about the place God has pre-
pared for us. The whole village was stirred.
They prepared food for her and she ate heartily;
has been perfectly well since. This has convinced

the sons and other relatives that our Christ is
God.”

Some Gond Bopks

MARY SLESSOR OF CALABAR

By W. Livingston

The wmisslonary book of the period. Thrilling story
of heroism and devotion of a humble-minded Scottish
factory girl who conquered African tribes; appointed

a Judge. kept armed mobs at bay. tramped African

forests to stop a war. 353 pages, $2.00
Tui Book or REVELATION, 8y b Wesley Myland

This is a blessed book containing twelve lec-
tures, You cannot read it without rising from it a
better and purer Christian. It wonderfully portrays
the time of the end; it humbles and inspires the
soul. Tlie Spirit of Jesus breathes, weeps and warns
in every page.

No two teachers agree in every detail of this book
and you may not agree with all the arguments of
the author, but you can not but be greatly helped
by it.

Mr. Myland unfolds it as a book of Consumma-
tions; the manifestation of Christ in glory; a book
of sevens, a book of Songs and of Sorrows, of hal-
lelujahs and dirges; a book of antitheses, depicting
the glory of the Bridegroom and the Bride, and also
the horror of the Antichrist and the Antichristian;
a book of victory, and a book of restoration,

Tt is intensely interesung to follow the author as
he traces the ‘“five converging lines of vision”
through the different chapters up to the coming of
the Lord, for this method is the only one that gives
the reader a clear and comprehensive understanding
of the book.

Bound in Cloth, 255 pages, $1.00 (4/6)

CHALMERS OF NEW GUINEA
By Alex Small

A vivid account of the transforming work and mart}vll‘
death of James Chalmers, a pioneer missionary on the
Island of New Guinea. the second largest island in the
world. Illnstrated. $1.35
FuLL GospeL Songs. Thoro Harris’ Latest and Best
Book. In this book he has published some of our best
popular hymns not hitherto published in his books,
besides the best in his other books. Just a few are as
follows: The Beautiful Nazarene, The Hallelujah
Side, The Unclouded Day, Every Bridge .Is Burned
Behind Me, His Way With Thee, Fishing for My Lord,
The Eastern Gate, He Is Mine, Oh Hide Me, It's Just
Like Jesus, etc., Friendship with Jesus, Sweet Will of
God, The Last Mile of the Way, Send the Old Time
Power, The Face of Jesus, It Is Mine, Wonderful
Peace, Man of Calvary, and a great number of invita-
tion hymns and old-time melodies that never grow old.
Also many hymns on the Second Coming. 236 hymns
in all. Send for a copy of this book to judge for
yourself. Art canvass, 35 cts. each, $30 per 100;
Manila, 30 cts., $25 per 100. All orders filled prompt-
ly by us.

THE EVANGEL PUBLISHING HOUSE
162 W, 74th Street, Chicago

The Stone Churel, 70th Street and Stewart Avenue, Sundays 1100, 3 andt T:45;
Tues., Prager Service, 7:45; Thurs., Bivine Healing, 2:30; Euening Bervice, 7:45 Young

Yenple's, Friday, 7:45.
Tel. Winrenues BIGZ

Bhilip Wittich, Pastor
7102 Stewart Aue,
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